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From Our Rabbi

Light at a Time of  recently de-
Darkness stroyed proper-
ty and caused
temporary evac!
e%ations of tens

As | write this article a
few days before Cha-
m.Jkah.' the nNews 1S fill of thousands of
with distressing ac- . .
people in Haifa,
counts of cruelty and srael. The Mori
destruction that we hu- ' :
mans visit upon one a
other. Daily we hear
about bombings, mur-
der, and corruption.

conservative in Satellite image of Israel
Israel, suffered exten- showing fires in Haifa area.
sive fire damage. The Credit: SERTIT2010
leaders of the congre-
q gationsentoutacall 61 had tear
for help. A Jewish car-when | heard what was
penter offeredtodo- happeni ng, O
nate his labor and he Hiyon, who heads the
In the spirit of Chanu- asked that the syna- Moriah community, told
kah which celebrates gogue to supplythe Ynet news.
kindling the light of  materials. When he  emotional to hear that
hope to dispel darknesgent to get a quote forMuslims were asking to
and despai {vood for@licthe tablds BonateQo a Jewish syn-

bling time for those
who value peace an
the sanctity of human
life.

share two stories that that were destroyed, agogue. | 8v
di dndt mak Risstupplers, &Mt N them to evening pray-
ing news. from the town of Umm ers to personally thank

We may have heard al-Fahm, offeredtodot he m. 6
about the wildfires thathate the wood. o1 decided
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in noncombatants from places
in Syria like Aleppo that are
much further from the border
with Israel.

One example of the care
provided by Israel is a six
year old girl who arrived
from Syria in February 2016
for treatment of injuries sus-
tained in the civil war. She
remained in Israel for over

half a year for treatment of a

An Il sraeld. girl, left, and a Sfféhét&l&gicglidirééasea\gour
war, meeting at the Western Galilee Hospital in Nahariya, Israel,
well. On August 21, her new

where scores of Syrians have been taken for treatment. Photo
Credit: Rina Castelnuovo for The New York Times Israeli friends doctors, nurs-
~es, medical clowns and volun-
Each act of the battle for the Aleppo in o1 held a farewell party

. Syria, including the bombings, hor complete with gifts
kindness and of civilians and hospitals. But ’ P I

one largely untold storyof 0! would ie i
the Syrian civil war is the rol@€cted the kind of humanity |
contributes to that Israel has playedin ~d1 scovered her
providing medical care toci-S @1 d at the pe
vilians wounded in that con- 9ratéful for your care and
the darkness. flict. Despite the fact that SyrSensitivity; may God protect
ia is an enemy of Israel, Isra¥PU- And we will always re-
not recei ve ahagproyidedfreenmedicalo M€ mber what yd
abu-Ahmed told the Hebrew care to wounded Syrians whgach act of kindness and hu-
daily news s ir¢aehed the borderseelny ehanity contributes to diminish-
Arabs live together in Haifa, help. Since February 2013, ing the darkness. This Chanu-
and there is no discriminatiosome 2,500 Syrian men, woikahd and all year longd
We must continue with this cer, and children received fremay we kindle lights of hope
existence and promote medical care at Israeli hospi-and caring in our homes, in
peace. 0 tals. Prime Minister Netanyaour hearts, and in the world.
hu recently announced that
Israel is expanding its efforts
by offering to treat wounded Rabbi Saul Perimutter

humanity

diminishing

Our newspapers have exten
sively covered the mass de-
struction of life and property

ded
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From our G®&residents

At the New Year, when we
look back on what we at SO
have done in the past year,
there is much to celebrate a
be proud of. In the past mon
alone, we had many opport
nities to experience the eigh
days of Chanukah. On the
first night, about 100 people
publicly celebrated the mira-
cle of Chanukah in front of
City Hall for the first time,
with the Mayor and a lovely

new menorah that was donal ' :
ed by the Epstein Family Do-(l:R)Aster Marks, Mayor Morse, Andrea Fox and other commu

nor Advised Fund of the Jewmembers joined in singing the Chanukah blessings and songs.
ish Federation of Western Photo by Shoshana Zonderman.

Mass. The Jewish Ledger pybyed Chanukah treats, sto- our expanded website, and
licized this event in their Decries, games of dreidle, a crafour beautiful and relevant
16, 2016 issue. Through theand songs. While some of theewsletters, more people
efforts of many people, the children had previously beerhave been contacting our of-
event surpassed our expectanvolved with SOZ, for at  fice, and inquired about join-
tions; it was exciting to be inleast 3 of the children, this ing. Long time members are
community outside. After thewas their first time attendingmaking a difference, stepping
ceremony, Mayor Morse invieh SOZ event. up and bringing great ener-
ed us into City Hall, where Wanortunater, due to weath-9Y: becoming more active in
had a lovely reception com- er. the annual Chanukah evdfie dayto-day running of the
plete with latkes, sufganiyot,u sually host eSYnagpque, ?nﬁl gyingp&ts n
cocoa and more. We had had to be canceled. Howevel€W roles in their participa-
clipboards available where despite the weather, our SOE’on In services. As a syna-
many people signed up to members kept the menorah gogue with a very intimate
receive future SOZ emails. "P)urning every night at City and welcoming tradition, op-
fact , one even came to Shalgla“_ portunities are endless and all
bat services the very next efforts are very important.
week! Continuing with our look back, _

. our services and religious celVe Would also like to
The children's Chanukah

ebrations are enjoyable, ir- acknowledge with sadness thg
event, held on 12/28 at the noy P

: . . _closing of the Holyoke Jewish
itually uplifting, and meaning®

Holyoke Public Library, yip d d

also a success. Everyone en-

was
ful. Through word of mouth,  (presidents Continued on page

s atte

here. 6
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tinuing to see her at servicesawar e, On New
and other SOZ events. morning in Holyoke, a tragic
fire destroyed an apartment
ear, in what ways would OLpuilding, displacing 25 fami-
Y Y Y lies and killing three. The im-

like to increase your particip ) . :
tion at SOZ? A great place t0?9€S of the fire and interviews

start is by attending the Reli- With survivors reveal a horrific
gious Committee meeting picture of loss and trauma.

scheduled for Sunday, Janu ns of Zion has been a me_m-
8, at 9:45am. You should haa%er of the Holyoke Community

Nltz éaver o the received a list of thought pro_for 113 years. As current com-

Holyoke Jewish Seniors voking questions to assist yoﬂnunlty m-emberzs’l we havg in
for the last 30 years. on reflecting how meaningful ®PPOrtunity to help our neigh-

_ | services are to you and what20'S In immediate need
(Presidents Continued from p&ge you enjoy or might want to sd@rough Tzedakah . We en-

. change. Your feedback is im-.courage anyone interested to
Seniors group that has met portant. donate money through the Go
continuously at SOZ for 36 Fund Me.com page set up
years. We would like to ex- Perhaps you love to sing? JojArough the Mayor's office
press much gratitude to Nitzas for the SOZ Chorus after ( t here i's a | i
Seaver , who, for the last 30 lunch on January 14. web page). We have also re-
years, served as their devotefhterested in Hebrew readingceived notive that the Holyoke
leader, mentor and inspira- class? The Rabbi and the Interfaith Group will be re-
tion. Nitza has enriched the group are still welcoming nevwsponding to those affected by
lives of countless Jewish Senmembers. The next meeting #e fire. This group is orga-
iors through the many lunch-Thurs January 12, after min- hized by Pastor Phil Gustafson
eons, Mah Jongg, computer yan and breakfast, at of the St. Peters Lutheran
lessons, exercise classes, sligeg5am. Church; Pastor Gustafson as-
shows, movies, music, other & Activities Committee hassured me that there are many
cially interactive and welcom- ways we can provide assis-

ing events. Nitza has much ol everal events in the works Mance.

: cluding a very exciting forum
be proud of, we wish her the ™. e - -
! X Looking forward to seeing you
very best in her retirement, with local elected officials on g gy

at SOZ,
and we look forward to con- Feb 26,2017. Save the Date! |
Lastly, as many of you are Andrea and Michael

Looking toward the coming

Ye a

UMass Hill el ds 10th Annual Ri deé¢ t

The Sons of Zion Riders joined with dozens dfons. SOZ earned a share of $694. Thanks

other groups at the UMass Hillel Ride to Proviteye Levine for helping to organize SOZ pdr-

and helped raise over $43,000 which will bengeipants. Great job!
fit UMass Hillel and other area Jewish organiza-

to
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Cemetery Restoration Project

Real grass! No more potholes, no more sintax-deductible, for the cemetery will always

holes, no more ankle twisting crabgrass antle welcome. Happy New Year!

weeds! Thank You all 93 and more who hagﬁn Eisenstock, Project Chair

recognized the need for this restoration. NOYY - e Saltman, Cemetery Chair

we have a dignified and safe place for the Nitza Seaver, Cemetery G@hair

eternal resting place of our families and

friends. Chanukah light is only for eight days; _ o _ _

this project is hopefully forever. Under the " 2"tial Support for this project is provided by the Dis-
) cretionary Fund of the Jewish Endowment Foundatio

guidance of Mrs. Joanne Saltman, Cemete5)/division of the Jewish Federation of Western Mass:

Chair, the required maintenance of the cem@ysetts.

tery will be accomplished. Your recognition,

s atte

Aaron & Eileen Wilson Myra Orlen & Richard Goldman

here. 6

Gerald L. Wilson Mort Haberman

Ellen F. Kischel in memory of her parents Marjorie Sherman in memory of her parents
Beatrice & Milton Palmer Elizabeth and Abraham Zellan

Elizabeth B. Goodman in memory of Martin Bill Robbins
Dorothy Bassell Francine Stewart

Adelaide Firestone in memory of Dr. RobertRoberta Baskin Shefrin
and Alan Firestone Richard & Elizabeth Gaberman

Norman & Marion Halpern
Renee Janow

Judie & Noel Couture in memory of Bertha

lijlobert & SaraRuth Rossow in memory of he
Romm

parents David & Alice Kornetsky
Micki & Barry Weider in memory of Edith

Garber and Harry Weider Michael & Mary Karukin

George & Gail Baquis in memory of
43 Plesset

Aaron & Eileen Wilson

Nathan Wilson in memory of his parents Be
min and Teresa Wilson and grandparents

Nathan and Gussie Wilson
James Eisentock in memory of George &

N D i : .
ancy & Dave Carmen Fannie Eisenstock, Shirley Eisenstock

Andrew Barowsky in memory of his parentslvI ¢ Jackl
Norma and Mischa Barowsky and grandpar- argot Jackier
ents David and Jennie Barowsky Carol Halpern Wernick
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Thank you, Synagogue Donor

toda
Edith Eskenasy in h
yahrzeit, to the Ra
Steve Levine in support of the latke makin
event for Giving Tuesday
raba

Buddy Resnic
Gerald and Leah Glasser
Ira Laby
Andrew Barowsky
Ozzie and Rhoda Wernick
Robert and Frances Abrams
Steve Kappel

Barry and Diana Hirsch We depend
_ Norman and Marion Halpern
Laura Hilf

Jeremy Seaver & Michelle Karem ONn Yyour
Alfred and Lee Hutt
Steve and Lois Levin

Michael and Joan Rosner
David and Rebecca Abbott

Hope Shir and Family in memory of Albert generous
Goldberg Anita and Jonathan Lewvipstein

The MosheRose Family, to the Garden Laura Weiss support for
Fund Elihu and Joan Schepps, to the Bu o;r syrvival.
Irene Bernstein ing Fund

Sidney Paul Charles Weinstein

Morton Laby Edith Eskenasy

David and Maya Edelman

SOZChesedLoving kindness) Group

Interested SOZ members are forming a group which will
dedicated to helping others and checking on members o
community who are ill or in need of comfort or company.

the past, there was a gro H

group is being formed in that spirit. If you are interested i
helping, please contact the office.

=5 O

D
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Summary of SOZ Board of Directors meeting December 21, 2016

Present: Michael Rosner, Joanne Saltman, Alfred Hutt, Lois Levin, Joan Rosner, Ken Cin-

dy Vieu, Larry Carmen, Andrea Fox, Jacqueline Brecht, Steve Levine.

November 9, 2016 minutes were approved with one amendment to add Joan Rosner to
present

Committee reports

Activities: The 12/24 Menorah lighting ceremony: There is a great deal of excitement. S
sheets with the blessings are ready to be printed, goodie bags with dreidels, gelt, conta
info for SOZ, and dreidel game instructions almost ready to go, the menorah is set up i
of City Hall, and many are planning to attend. December 29, the 6th night, will be the a
Hanukkah cel ebration at the Rosnersao, 3 0
Hanukkah event at the Holyoke Public Library. On Friday, Joanne will be delivering the
kes.

e
Ho

On February 26 we will be hosting a pub
ministration wil/ mean to us and greate
their plans to attend. Committee is working on getting a moderator. On March 3, we ha
been invited to celebrate Shabbat across America at Rodphey Sholom. The next Activit
Committee meeting is scheduled for January 5 where there will be more discussion abg
fundraising and an event in April. The goal is to have a fundraising event per quarter.

Building/Security The new security system has been installed, signs have been put up O
keypads with instructions on how to use. The Security grant money form the JFWM sho
rive early January 2017. We are looking at replacing the lightbulbs in the large social hg
deciding whether to replace just the burnt out bulbs or replacing the entire ballast to co
to LED. Ken Vieu has volunteered to look into this for us.

ar-

Steve Tisdell who currently does our landscaping at the synagogue, has been awarded
contract for plowing this year. People were very pleased with the job he did, however s
snow fall from the awning above the Cabot Street doorway, ice melter will be inside and
Lois thinks she might have an ice chopper to donate so we can keep that area clear sh
get frozen.

Bylaws: Larry Carmen reported the group has met two times and he thinks that they shg
be done with the revisions by February, and will bring it to the board for review. We the
can run it by Buddy before finalizing.

(BOD Continued on pa8g
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(BOD Continued from pagg Discussed the work of the dussHillel there are new ideas
subcommittee and new wayseing discussed. Bagels will

Cemetery Joanne reported to look at our improved re- be served at 9:45 at the

that as of Monday they had vised dues structure. Alfred meeting will begin at 10 and

collected $14,564 in dona- and Lois spoke to the need ftinen no later than noon.

.tions from 75 people. Therean incrgase in m.embers'. JO-New business

is a need for $250 for new anne discussed increasing

grass. Last week , sadly,  costs to out of town member§ontacting members who are

there were two funerals withifor maintaining cemetery privll Or unable to attend syna-

one week. Several membersileges Some functions of gogue. Jacqueline has made

offered words of praise for Treasurer for the Board will S0me calls to people who are

our Rabbi regarding the fu- be performed by Laura sick. Michael also reaches

neral service. Marks, with Nancy Carmen OUt, as does our rabbi. Laura

gerving as consultant. Jacquiflll add something about this

ine has reported that she so-© the newsletter as a way to
os€e if more people are inter-
gsted in this type of connec-

tion.

Finance This months meetin
was canceled and moved to ~ _
January 5. We have $9000 licited two new advertisers f
in our checking account and ©Ur newsletter (cost $180 pe
will be reimbursed with SecuY€a")-

rity and Cemetery grant monReligious CommitteeThe

ey and monies from our En- next meeting is scheduled forcheduled for Wednesday,
dowment fund. We received Sunday, January 8 with em- January 18 at 7:30 PM
about $1000 from the end ofphasis on looking at the dif- Meeting adjourned at 9:12
year appeal. There is still  ferent ways we celebrate  PM.

about $8000 in dues owed. Shabbat. Joan mentioned that

Next meeting of the Board is

Dates to Remember!
Please save the date for these upcoming events:

Sunday, February 2@2ublic Question and Answer forum will be held at SOZ, loosely entifled
oWhat the New Administration Wil Mean |t o

Friday, March 3Shabbat Across America. Candle lighting, Friday Night service, and Shapbat
meal, followed by singing, dancing, stories and more! Hosted by Cong. Rodphey Sholonj.

Thursday, May4 Hol yokeds Annual Hol ocaust Commem
ter at 6:45pm.

COMING SOON: (Feb. or March; date TBA) Holyoke UJA Super Sunday Pledge Drive. Remer
ber, Holyoke has its own branch of the UJA and runs its own Super Sunday drive!
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Shirley Osur, 1925 2016

family and friends referredto6 f as hi oni st ad
t hem as 0nat sas coinedySbe hadStyle ang
lowed her husband who grace. She loved the residents
coached at UConn to an infi- and the staff that she met at
nite number of sporting eventhe Beverwyck and engaged
cheering on the football, la- in conversation with anybody
crosse, and wrestling teams. that had the time to chat. Res
When Nate died prematurelydents and staff at the Bever-
Shirley remained devoted to wyck can attest to her gregar-
Shirley Osur , 91 passed her son, Scott and to his wifeious nature and zed for life.
away on Dec.. 13, 2016, at SAlicia and to their 3 children :She just loved life and lived it
Peterds Hos pi Jeffréey, Robert (Chipiand ntg the fudlest until the last
a very brief illness. Lauren. She reveled in their weekend of her wonderful life.
Shirley was born in Holyoke, accomplishments and loved The Funeral will be held Fri-
Ma. The daughter of Eva andspending time with her familyday, December 16th at Noon
Samuel Adelson. She spent especially during holidays andt the Congregation Sons of
most of her adult years in  celebrations. Zion at 378 Maple Street in
Storrs, Ct working at the Wil- Shirley was a tireless reader Holyoke, Ma. With service to
liam Benton Museum of Art. laf the New York Times Sundégilow at the cemetery, at 72
retirement years, she and heedition, spending the whole Ludlow Road in Chicopee.
husband Nate moved to week devouring its pages. She lieu of flowers, a contribu-
Delray Beach, Fl. For the padbved all disciplines of art andion may be directed to: The
few years, Shirley lived at thewent to more museums, con-William Benton Museum of Ar
Beverwyck in Slingerlands, Noérts, and theatrical perfor- In Memory of Shirley Osur,
to be near to her son, Scott mances in the past 3 years 245 Glenbrook Road, U BOX
and his family. than many would attend in a 3140, Storrs, Ct. 06269
Shirley was predeceased by lifetime. She also loved the 3140. - See more at: https://
her loving husband Nate. Theculinary arts and very much goo.gl/I5SZeY
two were so inseparable andlooked forward to new recipes
devoted to each other that and restaurants. Shirley was a

From the New York Times Magazine

The work of Mitch Epstein, photographer
was recently featured in the New York T
eled to the homes of recently deceased celebrities and photographed their homes and
spaces as they had been | eft, o0in order
ed Epstein as saying, 0The chall enge wa
Thanks to Bill Robbins for this submission.



