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Elul 

Elul is the 12th and final month in the 
Jewish calendar. It is a month that 
connects the past year with  
the coming year—a time when we 
reflect on where we stand and where 
we should be going. It is called “the 
month of repentance,” “the month of 
mercy” and “the  
month of forgiveness.”

mailto:office@sonsofzionholyoke.org
http://www.sonsofzionholyoke.org
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President’s Message 
As we enter another season of High Holiday activities, I am 
thankful for the continued support of our members. The past 
year was an important one for our congregation, with the 
sale of the building at 378 Maple St. finally accomplished in 
early November. 

We are now focused on the future of our cemetery and the 
synagogue. 

The Gift of the Heart letters went out a bit later because we 
were focused on updating our bylaws, as required by the 

state. Hopefully, now that the summer vacation season is winding down, you will continue to 
send us your generous support. 

The recent restoration of the chapel and the landscaping there were accomplished with funds 
from the synagogue and donations from a few members. 

A special thank you to Dr. Stephen Levine and Ron Laby, who helped accomplish much of the 
work. The Genizah burial of hundreds of holy books no longer in use from our old synagogue 
was a truly special event. Thank you to Rabbi Marc Rudolph for a very meaningful service and 
to Joe Pasternak from Boucher-O’Brien Funeral Home in Easthampton for providing us with a 
proper grave for all these books. Thanks also to Dr. Steve Levine, who handled much of the 
planning, and to Ron Laby for all his help. 

Again this year, we will hold a very beautiful S’lichot service led by Rabbi Saul Perlmutter at 
the home of Michael and Joan Rosner. Our first-day Rosh Hashanah service in our lovely 
chapel at 380 Dwight St. will be led by our dear Dr. Max Chorowski and his lovely and 
talented daughter, Amanda. We will step outside afterward and observe Tashlich in our 
backyard along the canal. Out of care for the birds, we now use birdseed instead of bread. 
The full High Holiday schedule is included below in the newsletter. 

We have a number of interesting activities planned for the next few months, thanks to the 
inspiration of Jayne Pearl and the rest of the activities committee. 

I look forward to seeing you soon! 

Warm regards, 
Joanne Saltman 
President, Congregation Sons of Zion 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

30       17 Elul 31       18 Elul 1          19 Elul 2          20 Elul 
Mincha Minyan: 
Schmooze, 5 pm 
Service, 5:15 pm 

(Zoom) 

3          21 Elul 4                  22 Elul 

Welcome Shabbat 
Candle Lighting 

(Zoom):        
Gather: 6:51 pm, 

Light Candles: 
7:01 pm 

5          23 Elul Shabbat Service:       
10 am  (Zoom), 

Service Leaders: SOZ 
Members & Friends 

S’LICHOT:  
Singing Practice: 7:30 pm, 

Refreshments: 8 pm  
Havdalah and Service: 
8:30 pm , Led by Rabbi 
Perlmutter, (Hosted by 

Joan and Michael 
Rosner) 

Nitzavim-Vayelech
6          24 Elul 7          25 Elul 

Labor Day 

8          26 Elul 9          27 Elul 
Mincha Minyan: 
Schmooze, 5 pm 
Service, 5:15 pm 

(Zoom)  
SOZ Board 

Meeting: 7 pm 
(Zoom)

10       28 Elul 11       29 Elul 

EREV ROSH 
HASHANAH 

Welcome Shabbat 
Candle Lighting 

(Zoom):        
Gather: 6:39 pm, 

Light Candles: 
6:49 pm 

12      1 Tishrei 

FIRST DAY ROSH 
HASHANAH 5787:  
9:30 am (Hybrid) 
Service led by: Dr. 

Max Chorowski and 
Cantor Amanda 

Chorowski, Light 
Kiddush, Tashlich to 

follow in the back 
yard on the canal 

13      2 Tishrei 
SECOND DAY ROSH 

HASHANAH:  
   10 am (Hybrid) 

Service/Study Led by 
Rabbi Saul Perlmutter, 

Light Kiddush, 
Tashlich in the back 

yard on the canal

14      3 Tishrei 
FAST OF GEDALIAH 

15      4 Tishrei 16      5 Tishrei 
Mincha Minyan: 
Schmooze, 5 pm 
Service, 5:15 pm 

(Zoom) 

17      6 Tishrei 18      7 Tishrei 

Welcome Shabbat 
Candle Lighting 

(Zoom):        
Gather: 6:27 pm, 

Light Candles: 
6:37 pm 

19      8 Tishrei 
Shabbat Service: 

10 am  (Zoom), 
Service Leader: 

Randi Stein 

Haazinu

20      9 Tishrei 
EREV YOM KIPPUR:  
Kol Nidre: 6:20 pm     

(Hybrid)

21     10 Tishrei 
YOM KIPPUR:  

9:30 am: Service begins 
(Hybrid) 

See High Holiday 
Schedule for details. 

22     11 Tishrei 23     12 Tishrei 
Mincha Minyan: 
Schmooze, 5 pm 
Service, 5:15 pm 

(Zoom)   
SOZ Book Club,  

7 pm (Zoom) 

24     13 Tishrei 25     14 Tishrei 
EREV SUKKOT 

SOZ Annual Potluck, 
Details TBD 

Welcome Shabbat 
Candle Lighting 

(Zoom):        
Gather: 6:14 pm, 

Light Candles: 
6:24 pm

26     15 Tishrei 

FIRST DAY OF 
SUKKOT 

Shabbat Service:       
10 am  (Details TBD), 

Service Leader: 
Rabbi Marc 
Rudolph 

27     16 Tishrei 
SECOND DAY OF 

SUKKOT 

Trees in the Torah: 
2 pm (380 Dwight 

Street)

28     17 Tishrei 
FIRST DAY CHOL 

HAMOED SUKKOT

29     18 Tishrei 
SECOND DAY CHOL 
HAMOED SUKKOT 

30     19 Tishrei 
THIRD DAY CHOL 

HAMOED SUKKOT 

Mincha Minyan: 
Schmooze, 5 pm 
Service, 5:15 pm 

(Zoom) 

1       20 Tishrei 2       21 Tishrei 3       22 Tishrei 

          September 2026Elul  5786/
Tishrei 5787
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Dates to  
Remember 

Wednesday, September 2, 2026  
Mincha Minyan (Zoom):                                                         

5 pm Schmooze, 5:15 pm Service 
Friday, September 4, 2026 

Welcome Shabbat Candle Lighting (Zoom):                                           
Gather at 6:51 pm, Light Candles at 7:01 pm 

Saturday, September 5, 2026 
Shabbat Service: 10 am (Zoom),                                

Service Leader: SOZ Members and Friends 
S’LICHOT:  

Singing practice at 7:30 pm, Refreshments at 8 pm, 
Havdalah and Service at 8:30 pm, Led by Rabbi 
Perlmutter (Hosted by Joan and Michael Rosner) 

Monday, September 7, 2026 
Labor Day 

Wednesday, September 9, 2026  
Mincha Minyan (Zoom):                                                         

5 pm Schmooze, 5:15 pm Service 
SOZ Board Meeting, 7 pm (Zoom) 

Friday, September 11, 2026 
EREV ROSH HASHANAH 

Welcome Shabbat Candle Lighting (Zoom):                                           
Gather at 6:39 pm, Light Candles at 6:49 pm 

Saturday, September 12, 2026 
FIRST DAY ROSH HASHANAH 5787:  

9:30 am (Hybrid) Service led by Dr. Max Chorowski and 
Cantor Amanda Chorowski, Light Kiddush, Tashlich to 

follow in the back yard canal 
Sunday, September 13, 2026 

SECOND DAY ROSH HASHANAH: 
10 am (Hybrid) Service/Study led by Rabbi Saul 

Perlmutter, Light Kiddush, Tashlich in the back yard on 
the canal 

Monday, September 14, 2026 
FAST OF GEDALIAH 

Wednesday, September 16, 2026 
Mincha Minyan (Zoom):                                                         

5 pm Schmooze, 5:15 pm Service 
Friday, September 18, 2026 

Welcome Shabbat Candle Lighting (Zoom):                                           
Gather at 6:27 pm, Light Candles at 6:37 pm 

Saturday, September 19, 2026 
 Shabbat Service, 10 am (Zoom),                                                 

Service Leader: Randi Stein      
Sunday, September 20, 2026 

EREV YOM KIPPUR: 
Kol Nidre: 6:20 pm (Hybrid) 

Monday, September 21, 2026 
YOM KIPPUR: 

9:30 am Service begins (Hybrid),                                    
See High Holiday Schedule for Details           

Wednesday, September 23, 2026 
Mincha Minyan (Zoom):                                                         

5 pm Schmooze, 5:15 pm Service 
SOZ Book Club, 7 pm (Zoom) 
Friday, September 25, 2026 

EREV SUKKOT: SOZ Annual Potluck (Details TBD) 
Welcome Shabbat Candle Lighting                                

(Will be incorporated in the potluck):                                           
Gather at 6:14 pm, Light Candles at 6:24 pm 

Saturday, September 26, 2026 
FIRST DAY OF SUKKOT 

Shabbat Service: 10 am (Details TBD),                            
Service Leader: Rabbi Marc Rudolph 

Sunday, September 27, 2026 
SECOND DAY SUKKOT 

 Trees in the Torah: 2 pm (380 Dwight Street) 
Monday, September 28, 2026 

FIRST DAY CHOL HAMOED SUKKOT 
Tuesday, September 29, 2026 

SECOND DAY CHOL HAMOED SUKKOT 
Wednesday, September 30, 2026 

THIRD DAY CHOL HAMOED SUKKOT 
Mincha Minyan (Zoom):                                                         

5 pm Schmooze, 5:15 pm Service

Decisions about a Hybrid Service will be made Thursday night before the 
service. The result will appear in the Friday emails announcing the service.
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High Holiday Greeting Card Appeal 

Members and Friends, 

Celebration of the High Holidays begins on Friday evening, September 11, Erev Rosh 
Hashanah. 

Congregation Sons of Zion would like to continue our tradition of sharing High Holiday 
New Year’s Greetings with the Holyoke Jewish Community. 

The card will once again list the names of all individual families who contribute at least 
$18.00 by the deadline of September 11, 2026. 

If you wish to participate, please click the button below and it will take you to the form. 
You will have the option of paying online through PayPal or mailing a check to us at:  

Congregation Sons of Zion 
380 Dwight Street, Unit 8 
Holyoke, MA 01040 

Please share this with anyone you think may be interested in participating.  

If you have any questions please contact me and I will be happy to assist you. 

Thank you for your support! 

Tara Neddeau 
Office Manager, Congregation Sons of Zion

High Holiday Greeting Card 
Form

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScGqAcjKnxZS6jtXi5UlMSotujCAJj4lR8iSrFKjw_6JG6J2A/viewform?usp=preview
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Melton School of Adult Jewish 
Learning 
Rabbi Wallk has been involved with the Melton School since 1996. The 
Melton School is a worldwide community of adult learners who are eager 
to explore Jewish texts, traditions and rituals. The Melton School offers 
world-class opportunities for learning, growth, and travel. Over 50,000 
Melton learners say that learning with Melton has changed their lives by 
enriching conversations, influencing decisions, and strengthening 
community.


The Melton curriculum covers:


• The whys of Jewish living

• Jewish ethics to inform decision making

• Contemporary and ancient insights into the Bible

• Critical moments in Jewish history 

Modern Israeli and Jewish culture

• And much more…


To find out what Rabbi Wallk is teaching and to learn more about the 
Melton School in general, email Rabbi Wallk.


Go to:  
https://tbespringfield.org/adult-education/ for more information.

Adult Learning Opportunities 

mailto:rabbiwallk@tbespringfield.org
https://tbespringfield.org/adult-education/
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A Special Thank You to Our 
2026-27 Sustaining Members 

Norman and Marion Halpern 
Stephen and Lois Levin 
Steve and Joan Levine 

Buddy and Margie Resnic 
Michael and Joan Rosner 

William and Joanne Saltman 

Please consider joining our generous Sustaining 
Members…at any time!
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Congregation Sons of Zion Legacy Society 
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August Donations: Thank you! 

Cemetery Fund 
✦ Elaine & Fred Clein and Ellen & Steve Kappel: In memory of Esther Kaplinsky 
✦ Laura Hilf: In memory of her husband, Morris M. Hilf 
✦ Ron Laby: SOZ Cemetery Improvement Fund 
✦ Elliot Rothchild: SOZ Cemetery Improvement Fund 
✦ Pinky Stein: In memory of her husband, Kenneth Stein 
✦ Pinky Stein: In memory of her parents, Harry and Rose Pincus 
✦ Pinky Stein: In memory of her parents-in-law, Max and Sarah Stein 
✦ Pinky Stein: In memory of her brother-in-law, Lloyd Stein 

General Fund 
✦ The Herbert & Barbara Goldberg Foundation: In memory of Barbara Goldberg 
✦ The Herbert & Barbara Goldberg Foundation: In memory of Herbert Goldberg 
✦ The Herbert & Barbara Goldberg Foundation: In memory of Albert Goldberg 
✦ Ron Laby: In memory of his grandmother, Adela Schwartz 
✦ Joanne Resnic Lippman: In honor of my father, Buddy Resnic’s 98th birthday, on Sept 4 
✦ Myra & Jerry Gold: In memory of Elihu Schepps 
✦ Carol Halpern Wernick: In memory of Pinky Stein 
✦ Carol Halpern Wernick: In memory of Elihu Schepps 
✦ Rhoda & Sherwin Wernick: In accordance with Sherwin’s wishes, a donation was made 

following his passing 
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September 2026 Yahrzeits September 2026 Yahrzeits 
August 30-September 5: Stephen Levine 
August 30 Theodore Adelson 
  Sarah Schepps Matschke 
  *Abraham Saltzman 
  Lena Suher 
  *Marian Saunders Wilson 
  Harold I. Resnic 
August 31 Sophie Gelb 
  *Nathan Gerstein 
Sept 1  *Isadore Tim Cohen 
  Margie Jeser 
Sept 2  *Dr. Morris Hilf 
  *Dr. Joseph Pinck 
Sept 3  Rose Baker 
  Miriam Cotzin 
  *Henry Daniels 
  Albert Goldberg 
  Dr. Max Reinisch 
  *Sara Soltz 
Sept 4  Barbara Goldberg 
  Henry Levine 
  Helen Rabin 
  Dora Rubin 
Sept 5  Simon Paul 
  Hilda Soltz 
  *Sam Wasserman 
 
September 6-12: Myra Orlen 
Sept 6  Harry Wieder 
Sept 7  *Abraham Barowsky 
  *Alfred Polansky 
  Gladys Slotnick 
  *Sandra E. Weinstein 
  Ruth Epstein     
Sept 8  Edith Wieder Garber 
Sept 9  *Manuel Goldblatt 
  Marc Levine 
  Adela Schwartz  
Sept 10 Mordechai ben Calman 
  *Pearl Goldenberg 
Sept 11 Arthur Glasser 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 13-19: Jayne Pearl 
Sept 13 Nathan Falk 
  Shlamit Laby 
Sept 14 *David Barowsky 
Sept 15 David B. Kagan 
  Alice Kornetsky 
  Joseph Margolis 
Sept 16 *Gussie Wilson 
Sept 17 Rose Paul 
Sept 18 *Myer Falk 
  *Elinor Blumenthal Katz 
  Beverly Katz Weiss 
Sept 19 *Abraham Os 
 
September 20-26: Joan Rosner 
Sept 20 Ilsa May 
Sept 21 Robert Katz 
Sept 22 Muriel Barowsky 
  *Abraham Zellan 
Sept 23 Harold Adelson 
Sept 25 *Morris Leitzen 
Sept 26 Jacob Messias 
 
September 27-October 3: Michael Rosner 
Sept 29 Robert Weinstein 
Sept 30 *Esther Firestone 
  Holly Haberman 
  *Esther S. Kaplinsky 
  *Louis Rothchild 
Oct 1  *Lillian C. Stone 
Oct 2  *Abraham Goodstein 
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Genizah Service Pictures 
Provided by Dr. Stephen Levine
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Genizah Service Pictures (continued) 
Provided by Dr. Stephen Levine & Ron Laby
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Business Card Ads: $180/Year - Please contact the  
synagogue office at (413) 534-3369 OR 

office@sonsofzionholyoke.org 

There is always room for more!!!

Ads from Our Sponsors 

mailto:office@sonsofzionholyoke.org
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