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April 9: Jewish History in the : _ :
Caribbean, 6pm at the Holyoke the eight-day holiday of Pas'sover, from the
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April 10: SOZ Board Meeting, 7:30pm . ,
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April 12: Challah Havurah, gam . . .
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From the Rabbi

Musing about Family

Last weekend I experienced two very special
events: a family reunion in Philadelphia on
Saturday night and the Sons of Zion Purim Play
on Sunday afternoon. These diverse events,
packed into slightly more than a 24-hour
period, have got me thinking about family and connections, and I’d like to share some
musings with you in this article.

The Saturday night reunion with my biological family in Philadelphia coincided with my
oldest brother’s 8oth birthday. It was a great opportunity to get together with siblings,
with the generation of our kids, and with the next generation of great-nieces and great-
nephews, some of whom I was meeting for the first time. Families, even when we don’t
see one another very often, share a common history that enables us to reconnect and
find our place in the world. And even when we meet new arrivals to the mishpacha,
they automatically become “family/familiar.”

My brother put together a show of old family pictures and videos that included my
siblings and me at different ages. It also highlighted past family gatherings with
pictures of our parents, grandparents, other relatives and family friends, all of whom
are now deceased. Counting both the living and dead, five generations were “present.”
Poet Laura Gilpin wrote:

“These things I know:
How the living go on living
And how the dead go on living with them...”
I was feeling and experiencing the presence of both the living and the dead.

The reunion was a poignant reminder of the passage of time, of how one generation
moves on to the next, of the power of family ties, of mortality and immortality. One of
the videos my brother showed at his 8oth birthday on Sunday was of a similar
celebration of our father’s 8oth birthday thirty-five years ago. In that video, we were the
age of our kids who were watching it with us today. And now we have become the age of
our parents, the people
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From the Rabbi (continued)

people we used to think about as being old. Time became blurred: I was both young

child and older parent, all in the same intense moment.

The Purim Play the following afternoon at Sons of Zion was tremendous, unmitigated
fun. While very different from the family reunion/birthday celebration I had just
experienced the previous night, the shared laughter, the comfortable atmosphere, the
being together with friendly people we maybe hadn’t seen in a while, felt a lot like...
family.

The juxtaposition of these two events this weekend reminded me that family does not
have to be biological only. When our biological families may be distant, we can find
that feeling of connection right here with our extended family at the synagogue. It’s
where we can be accepted for who we are. At SOZ we can express silliness on Purim,
seriousness on Yom Kippur, and the spiritual aspects of ourselves and our souls in the
melodies and sublime joy of Shabbat.

I thought I was going to experience only one family reunion last weekend in
Philadelphia; now I realize that the SOZ Purim Play enabled me to take part in two
joyful family reunions in the same weekend.

Looking ahead, later this month we have perhaps the most family-oriented Jewish
holiday of the year: Passover. Passover is the longest-running Jewish family reunion
commemorating both our birth as a people free from the oppression of physical and
spiritual slavery, and the springtime rebirth of nature. Please know that your
extended family at SOZ is here to celebrate with you. “Seder Together” is SOZ’s way
to match everyone who would like to host a guest or guests at their seder with
everyone who would like to be a guest at a seder. See the details elsewhere in this
newsletter.

Warm wishes to you and the entire SOZ family for a wonderful, liberating Pesach,

Rabbi Saul Perlmutter
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From the President

As you read this, fun filled Adar I and II is coming to an
end and Nissan is quickly approaching. Our Congregation
Sons of Zion family is about to begin the fifth year of
celebrating Pesach together. I hope you remember that we
call it SEDER TOGETHER !!! It means that we do our
very best to ensure that every member of our extended
congregation family enjoys the welcome and warmth of
participating in a Passover seder, or two.

A refresher....If you are hosting a seder and have room for
even one more guest at your table, please contact the office
and leave a message that you want to SEDER
TOGETHER. If you find yourself wanting to participate in a seder, but not as a host
(perhaps you're petrified by the prospect), contact the office and leave a message.

Our goal is to match hosts and guests and be sure that everyone celebrates SEDER
TOGETHER!! Now in our fifth year, it is one of the nicest gifts our Sons of Zion family can
offer to each other.

Also in the spirit of Pesach, please remember to help Rachel’s Table by bringing some
chametz to SOZ before April 12 and it will be distributed throughout our Valley. Let’s make
this new project a success.

Speaking of chametz, how about going traditional. For the second year, Dave Carmen has
answered the call and made arrangements to sell your chametz. In the Newsletter you will
find a contract to fill out and bring or send to the office by noon on April 18th and Dave will
take care of it. Toda Rabba, many thanks Dave!!

Check the Newsletter for several exciting events leading up to Passover. The Film Festival’s
extraordinary films continue ‘til April 8!! Don’t miss “Jewish History in the Caribbean” at
the Holyoke Public Library on April 9, 6pm!! Bake challah on April 12, the chametz doesn’t
get better than that!! April 13, Shabbat HaGadol, the Great Shabbat before the first seder
will be a Renewal Service this year. People are practicing to make it the best that it can be!!

We will celebrate the conclusion of Passover with a special event as well. Sunday, April 28,
2:00pm be sure to be at SOZ for Lecture Series I1I, “The Longest Hatred”, anti semitism
from Dr. Simon Sibelman’s perspective. Simon does not disappoint. Each of his lectures
this year has been outstanding. A challenging and exhilarating way to return to life without
matzah!!!
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From the President (continued)

I cannot close this message without returning to Purim for just a moment. What a
remarkable family we are. A very special Yasher Koach to Richard Freyman, Deb
Levine, the entire cast and crew, the hamantaschen bakers, the nearly 100 people
who attended and laughed and laughed.

Refresh your memory or watch for the first time by going to You Tube.com. There
is a link and further instructions somewhere in the Newsletter. Enjoy!!!

Warm and wonderful Passover wishes to everyone. SEDER TOGETHER !!!!

Joan

 SAVE THE DATE:
. The Lxngest Hatred

WHEN:
WHERE:

‘ WHAT:

| In her most recent book, Deborah Lipstadt, explores the long, troubling, and

often tragic history of anti-Semitism. Hers is merely another in a lengthy

[\ list of titles by various authors and scholars who have traced this irrational

| hatred of the Jew, a potent emotion accompanied by a unambiguous

[ stereotypical image. This lecture will investigate the origins of that image,

| then determine how and why it emerged, and how it and the hatred to
which it is attached have evolved over two millennia. The lecture will be

" illustrated and copies of some of the textual passages that will be discussed

will be available for attendees.

LECTURE WILL BE FOLLOWED BY A TEA TIME AND LIGHT REFRESHMENTS.

|
L — L ——
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CHALLAH HAVURAH

FRIDAY, APRIL 12TH AT 9AM

WE KNEAD YouU!l!ll!

CONGREGATION SONS OF ZION
378 MAPLE STREET
HOLYOKE, MA 01040

RESEARCH AND LEARN HALLAH RECIPIES
FROM AROUND THE WORLD

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CONTACT: MAGGIE GRUSZECKI
(413)883-2307

SPONSORED BY: HAROLD GRINSPOON FOUNDATION

SV A SHABBAT KIDDUSH

CELEBRATE A EIRTHDAY, HONOR A LOVED ONE, MARK A SPECIAL
EVENT OR ACHIEVEMENT, AND SHARE IT WITH YOUR SONS OF ZION
FAMILY!

Sosvin Basic: . — Kishuti “Fancy™:
Our usual Kiddush, which B Everything in the Sosvin
includes lettuce, vegetables, B8 Kiddush, plus lox, kugel,

Luna salad, herring, gefille RS g and fancier dessert If

fish, coffee, juice, and small

desserts - sso desired =375

Volume 4, Issue 8 April 2019 Adar ll/Nissan 5779



Congregation Sons of Zion Newsletter Page 7

Jewish History in the Caribbean: A Talk at the Library
April 9, 2019
é6pm

500 Years In The Jewish Caribbean |
By Harry Ezratty

Puerto Rico: An Oral History
By Barbara Tasch Ezratty

Lic. Harry A. Ezratty used his passion to write The New World Trilogy: soo Years in the

Jewish Caribbean, They Led the Way: The Creators of Jewish America, and The Builders:

Jews and the Growth of America. His retirement is filled with teaching Jewish history at

\ the Community College of Baltimore County and lecturing at universities, synagogues,
and other venues, when he is not working on his newest book.

Editor/publisher, Barbara Tasch Ezratty, started working on Puerto Rico: An Oral
History 1898 - 2008 because she wanted to learn why, how, and when from original ‘
sources. Her novel covering American history is a work-in-progress that offers
explanations for the same questions.

Holyoke Public Library
250 Chestnut Street
Holyoke, MA o1040

There will be lots of delicious food and sweets catered by
Jay Candelario of Jay’s Bed & Breakfast

Sponsored by Holyoke Media
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Congregation Sons of Zion’s

RENEWAL SHABBAT

Shabbat HaGadol gives us time before Passover to reflect in
sacred community on liberation, renewal, and letting go.

The Jewish Renewal movement seeks to:

4 Reinvigorate modern Judaism

4 Integrate with Kabbalistic, neo-hasidic and musical
practices

Join us for the participatory Torah reading of Metzora with
renewal-style group aliyot.

New songs and chants will be incorporated into the liturgy.

SATURDAY, APRIL 13, 2019

SERVICE BEGINS AT 10AM
A FESTIVE KIDDUSH TO FOLLOW

ALL ARE WELCOME!!! ALL ARE WELCOME!!!l ALL ARE WELCOME!!! ALL. ARE WELCOME!!!

Congregation Sons of Zion
378 Maple Street
Holyoke, MA 01040
(413)534-3369
*Please us accessible Cabot Street entrance

I};Igrglg[g'glﬂlgnﬂ - : Supported in part by a grant from the Harold Grinspoon Foundation
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***This is not to be confused with the sale of chametz. This year SOZ
will be participating in Rachel’s Table Chametz Food Drive as well

as the sale of chametz by Dave Carmen.

Chametz Food Drive

Chametz (n.): food made with leavening agents like yeast, baking
powder or baking soda that allow dough to rise before baking

Let Rachel’s Table turn your Passover prep into food for our hungry
neighbors. Please only donate goods that are unopened and unexpired.
Thank you!

" Rachel’s

Reduce Waste. Relieve Hunger.

Clearing your shelves of Chametz can be a Mitzvah!
Let Rachel’s Table help turn your Passover preparation into food for our
hungry neighbors. From April 1st through April 12th, please bring your
unexpired and unopened Chametz (food made with leavening agents like
yeast, baking powder or baking soda that allow dough to rise before
baking), to the donation box in the small social hall at Congregation Son’s
of Zion.

What constitutes Chametz? Bread, cookies, crackers, rice, beans and
more. Most food made from wheat, rye, oats and barley are prepared with
leavening agents.

The food will be delivered to Jewish Family Service of Western
Massachusetts for distribution. Rachel’s Table is a project of the Jewish
Federation of Western Massachusetts. Its mission is to alleviate hunger
and to reduce waste of our food resources in Western Massachusetts.

Rachel’s Table is a project of the Jewish Federation of Western Massachusetts.
Its mission is to alleviate hunger and to reduce waste of our food resources in
Western Massachusetts

DONATIONS CAN BE LEFT IN COLLECTION BOXES IN SMALL SOCIAL HALL

AN The Jowish Foderation £ EAEHBOOWYEST
@ il by iy FOUNCATON
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"HOILOCAUST,
REMEMBRANCE *

y f‘ V

DR. LEON CHAMEIDES “A HIDDEN CHIL

As a child Dr. Chameides spent the war years in hiding, under
the German occupation. Author and Doctor in pediatrics and
pediatric cardiology, Dr. Chameides is active in Holocaust
education and will be telling us his story.

Please join us for this Holocaust Remembrance event!

With music performed by

THE HOLYOKE HIGH SCHOOL MADRIGALS
Led by Director Mark Todd

Wednesday, May 15, 2019
6:45pm
Holyoke Senior Center
271 Pine Street
Holyoke, MA

Sponsored By:

Holyoke Council on Aging Holyoke Public Schools

Council for Human Understanding The Family of Martin Stein
Holyoke Community College
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rn & BEE
DATES TO REMEMBER

Monday, April 1, 2019
Minyan 8am, PVJFF
- Thursday, April 4, 2019

Minyan 8am, PVJFF

Saturday, April 6, 2019
Pre-Passover Song Session after Kiddush

Monday, April 8, 2019
Minyan 8am, PVJFF

Tuesday, April 9, 2019 :
Jewish History in the Caribbean, 6pm at the Holyoke Public Library |

~
3

Wednesday, April 10, 2019
SOZ Board Meeting, 7:30pm

Thursday, April 11, 2019
Minyan 8am, homework House Spelling Bee

Friday, April 12, 2019
Challah Havurah, gam

Saturday, April 13, 2019
Shabbat Hagadol, Renewal Service, 10am
Friday, April 19, 2019
First Seder
Saturday, April 20, 2019

Second Seder
Shabbat Services, 10am

Sunday, April 21, 2019 - Saturday, April 27, 2019

Passover

Monday, April 22, 2019
Passover, Minyan 8am

Thursday, April 25, 2019
Passover, Minyan 8am

Saturday, April 27, 2019
Passover Shabbat Services, 10am
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PVJFF Announces
14th Season Lineup

March 28 - April 8, 2019

The Pioneer Valley Jewish Film Festival announces its 14th season
featuring nearly two weeks of inspiring, entertaining and thought-
provoking films that explaere the best of indepencent cinema
through a distinctly Jewish lens.

Presented by the Springfield JCC, the festival wil, feature 21
screenings and special events at 16 Valley-wide verues, VYisit
pyiff.org for tickets, tratlers and up-to-the minute detai s,

Saturclay,
APn'l 8,2019

After lunch, we will be
singing songs - some old
tavorites and some new -
tor Passover and other
OCCASIONS.

All are welcome!
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= A Special Thank you to Our [+,
Sustaining Members

Andrew Barowsky
Ned and Cindy Barowsky
Richard and Ellen Freyman
Barbara Goldberg (z”1)
Steve and Lois Levin
Steve and Joan Levine
Sidney Paul
Buddy and Margie Resnic
Michael and Joan Rosner

Bill and Joanne Saltman

Please consider joining our generous Sustaining
Members...at any time!

N —y
o>
v d W
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Sincere thank you to our generous members

for their year end contribution.

Andrea Fox
Alfred and Lee Hutt
Ira Laby
Deborab Levine
Richard Wilson
Harry Wolfe

The Year End campaign continues. Your generosity is
welcome and appreciated. Our unique community
depends on your donations.

I —— T

.

p—

6 PEOPLE COULD RESCUEOUR MINYAN!!!
3PEOPLE ON MONDAY  3PEOPLE ON THURSDAY

Our minyan numbers are down. Before we consider more drastic suggestions,
we're asking for people fo join a minyan.

Minyan begins at &:00am and ends about 8:40am. Optional breakfast and fun
conversations follow for as long as you want fo stay. ?

Minyans offer the community an opportunity to say Kaddish. Sometimes we
welcome new faces and offer comfort for mourners, making new friends.

Start your day with a Mitzvah!!! Contact the office and cign up for minyan!!! ;

(Once a week too much? Every other week could work if enough people participate. Let us know what will
work and we'll try to finc a way. Would different times make a difference? Let us know!)
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Donations: Thank you!

General Fund

+ The Family of Jeannette and Harry Bloom, c/o Phyllis Bloom Wilker: For Holyoke
Jewish Families

+ Arlene Fox: Purim the Newsical

+ Ellen and Rich Freyman: In memory of Sidney Paul

+ Ellen and Rich Freyman: In memory of Michael Shulman

+ Ellen and Rich Freyman: In memory of Barbara Goldberg

+ Ellen and Rich Freyman: In memory of Bill Robbins

+ Ellen and Rich Freyman: Wishing continued recovery for Michael Rosner

+ Ellen and Rich Freyman: In recognition of our incredible Stage Manager, Deb Levine
(Purim the Newsical

+ Ellen and Rich Freyman: Wishing Mazel Tov to the entire cast and crew of Purim the
Newsical

+ Ira Laby: Celebrating SOZ’s 115th Anniversary

+ Sidney Paul: In memory of his wife, Elizabeth Paul

+ Joan and Michael Rosner: Celebrating SOZ’s 115th Anniversary
+ Joan and Michael Rosner: In memory of Sidney Paul

+ Western New England Jewish Genealogy Society: Thanking SOZ for help with their
February genealogy event

Cemetery Fund

+ William Radner: In memory of his mother, Helen Radner
+ Rhoda Wernick: In memory of her father, Morris Lipnick

Garden Fund

+ Steve and Joan Levine: In memory of Steve’s uncle, Alvin Koufax

Ny

" TEEaAn” It
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April Yahrzeits

March 31 - April 6: Joanne Saltman April 14 - April 20: Cindy Vieu
April 1 *Abraham Seaver April 15 Sarah Tanzer

© April4  *Esthelle Charlotte Wilson ~ April 16  *Ellen Saltman

April 6  *Mordecai Dydack April 17 *Edythe Hollup Radner
*Irving Kotok April 19  *Eva R. Magidson
Abraham Nathanson April 20 *Alan Firestone

April 7 - April 13: Simon Sibelman  April 21 - April 27: Ken Vieu
April 7 Jacob M. Jackler April 22  Goldie Brodsky

Molly Goldblatt Jules Hecht
*Miriam “Minnie” Goodman  April 26  Lillian Margolis Cohen
*George Laby *Evelyn Polansky
April 8 *Joseph Magaziner Barbara Levine
April 9 *Bertha Levinson
*Teresa Wilson April 28 - May 4: Dave Carmen
April 10  Basha Mehr Cramer April28  Ida D. Paul
*Jean Orlen Lieban April29  *Robert Suher
*Samuel Winofker April 30  Lillian Thorn
April 12 Mrs. Udes Alexander May 1 *Abraham H. Adelson
Beatrice Geiges May 3 Herman Speiser
*Samuel Liberman May 4 *Saul Firestone
Rose Mekler
*Harry Stein
1 *Harry Wernick
April 13 Matias Gruszecki
*Max Koss
*Max Smith
*Alex Suher
*Samuel Weinstein

' T : 'x.'q
}\ N
.. - d - . .
R L T
N e “ s W
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Provided by Andrea Fox Provided by Andrea Fox Provided by Andrea Fox
Volume 4, Issue 8 April 2019 Adar ll/Nissan 5779



Congregation Sons of Zion Newsletter Page 19

Provided by Shoshana Zonderman

-

Provided by Andrea Fox

Provided by Shoshana Zonderman Provided by Andrea Fox
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Purim The Newsical

Provided by Andrea Fox
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Purim The Newsical

Provided by Andrea Fox Provided by Andrea Fox
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Article from The Ledger

For the second year in a row, under the brilliant creation and direction of Richard
Freyman and Deborah Levine, the Sons of Zion Theatre Company packed a full
house with their original script of "Purim, the Newsical". The Director's note in
the Playbill described the production as a modern TV broadcast telling the story
of Esther. In this hilarious Schpiel, there was plenty of nonsense as the audience
was guided "back and forth several thousand years in technological sophistication
without blinking an eye." The play opened as news anchors Barbara Falters and
Dan Rather-not report on the latest in Shushan with interviews with Haman,
King Ahashverosh and others. We meet Queen Vashti and Queen Esther and the
play took off from there. Included were even interviews from reporters (SOZ
actors) on location from " across the pond" in Manchester, England, the
Caribbean, China, and France. Once the play came to its foreqone conclusion,
everyone was treated to a variety of freshly baked hamentaschen. The
production was recorded and has been uploaded to YouTube, for those who
couldn't make it or want to see it again.

Go to YouTube.com and type in " Purim 2019 clip" and enjoy!

WSOZ is the exclusive fictitious broadcast station of Congregation Sons of Zion

in Holyoke.
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CONGREGATION SON OF ZIONWILL BUY CHAMETZ

Once again, Dave Carmen has offered to be our agent. Please fill out the form
below and be sure you return it to the office by noon on April 18. Dave will be sure
your chametz is properly sold before Pesach and brought back in conclusion of the

holiday. Our sincere thanks to Dave for enhancing our Pesach celebration!!!

Pagsover 5779

Dielegation of Power
For Sale of Chametz

I, the undersigned. fully empower and permit David Carmen to sact in my place and stead, and
on my behalf to se | all Chametz possessed by mz, kaowingly or unknowingly, as defined by
the Torah and Rabbinic Law (i.e. any Chamatz, and all kinde of Chametz acmixtures); ake,
any Chametz that tends to Harden and adhere to ‘nside surfaces of pans, pots or cooking
utcnaﬂa, the utenails tlu:msclw:a. and all kinds of live animals and Foets that have been cat;ns
Chametz or mixtures thereof.

Lave Carmens ako empowered to lease all p aces wheremn the Chametz owned by me may
bt ‘()“IT(]. parﬁcular{_\' "IC addnss (Cb) I;J‘((l b!lo“’. an(l CIHC\"".CIC.

Dave Carmen also has full power and right to act as ke deems hit and proper, in accordance
with all the details ol the Bill of Sale used in transaction. to sell al my Chametz, Chametz

mixtures, etc., as provided herein.

This poewer is in conformity with all Tarah, Rabbinic, and Civil laws,

Signed

-~
Jale:

Name (s):

Address (es):

Pleasz 3ll out and return this contract to Congregat on Sons of Zion 378 Maple Streat
Halyohe, MA D1040 vo later than woon on Thursday, April 18, 2019,
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Sincere thanks to Rachel Henderson who brought this poem to a
minyan breakfast. Congregants who heard Ira read it suggested we put

it in the Newsletter.

For your enjoyment.....A Pantoum Poem.

I'M GOING TO LIKE IT HERE

I'm going to like it here,

There is something about the place,
An encouraging atmosphere,

Like a smile on a friendly face.

There is something about the place,
So caressing and warm it is.

Like a smile on a friendly face,

Like a port in a storm it is.

So caressing and warm it is.
All the people are so sincere.
Like a port in a storm it is.

| am going to like here.

All the people are so sincere,
There's especially one | like.

| am going to like here,

It's the father's first son | like.

There's especially one | like.
There is something about his face,
It's the father's first son | like,
He's the reason | love the place.

There is something about his face.
| would follow him anywhere.

If he goes to another place,

| am going to like it there.

Victor Hugo

How to Watch SOZ’s Shabbat Services on YouTube:

Turn on your computer and speakers.

1. Run an internet browser (Internet Explorer or Chrome, for example)
2. Type youtube.com in the navigation bar and press enter.

3.In YouTube, type Congregation Sons of Zion (not just “Sons of
Zion”) in the box that says Search and them click on the magnifying

glass or press enter.

4.Click on the video that has a red “Live” button on the bottom right
corner. It may take up to 45 seconds for the video to load.

Services start at 10am. Shabbat Shalom!

Volume 4, Issue 8
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Ads from our Sponsors

ASCHER =~
ZIMMERMAN

Funeral Home, Inc.

413.734.5229
ARR-R27-24%7

Fuseral Dwrectors

RYAN S ASCHER

RCBERT P. ZIMMESMAN
MAL  acthacimmarmenoenal com
WEBSTE: oschenzimmerman com

44 SUVINER AVENLE. SPRINGFELD. MASSACHUSETTS. DNGe

RESNIC 330 WHITNEY AVE

BEAUREGARD ) ~ SJITE 400
WAITE & HOLYOKE. NA O'040
DRISCOLL

Aromoys At Law

BURTON S. RESNIC

AIRNARORRT x 1N

FAX4135364074 emal ksidensiirbwd com

DAVE CARMEN, AIA, NCARD

PN

CAEMEN ASSOCIATES
AACHTECTS « PLANNERS

MEVBER OF AMEMICAN TELFAX (413487471
NSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS h

Westover Animal Clinic

¢, 413-437-0202

1361 Memorial Drive
Chiccpee, MA 01020

Business Card Ads: $180/Year - Please contact the
synagogue office at (413) 534-3369 OR
office@sonsofzionholyoke.org

There is always room for morell
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